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Executive Summary

The proper role of the State of Texas in the provision of inpatient and outpatient hospital services
relating to tuberculosis and a variety of other clinical conditions has become an increasingly
significant issue. This is a result of the two Texas Department of Health hospitals being at risk of
losing important accreditation due to aging and deteriorating buildings and the recurring lack of
adequate operating funds due to the continued decline in the percent of paying patients.

 

The body of this study investigates the breadth of services provided at the TDH hospitals.
Because of the statewide and international implications of tuberculosis; because it is for this
disease that these hospitals were built and have been maintained; and because most of the
hospitals’ aggregated expenditures are for TB diagnosis and care, the Executive Summary
focuses attention to TB services. It is important to remember, however, that these hospitals serve
the State in many ways, all of which are important in consideration of options for their
continuation.

 

Tuberculosis is a contagious and infectious disease which is present throughout most of the
world and is now the world’s number one communicable disease killer. It is transmitted when a


